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ABSTRACT 
A better reflection of periodontal destruction can be obtained by the measurement of the clinical attachment level (CAL), i.e., 

the distance from the probe tip to the level of the cementoenamel junction (CEJ). However, there were several problems in 

CEJ identification. Due to the time consumption and inherent problems in CEJ identification, CAL measurements without 

using a stent in surveys or other clinical trials are highly questionable. The use of stent is recommended during clinical trials 

which will minimize the errors in terms of over and underestimation of CALs. Hence, the stent used for vertical probing 

(vertical/occlusal stent), horizontal probing (furcation stent), and interdental papilla (IDP) stent for IDP-deficiency 

measurement is discussed to comprehend its clinical applications. 
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