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ABSTRACT

The issue of rash driving by adolescents and accidental deaths has become a growing concern in India, with devastating
consequences for individuals and communities. This critical analysis examines the legal landscape, including the relevant
provisions of the Bhartiya Nyay Sanhita (BNS), the Motor Vehicles Act and the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of
Children) Act, to understand the current framework and identify areas for improvement. The study also conducts a
comparative analysis of the approaches adopted by the United States, the United Kingdom, and India in addressing this
problem, highlighting the similarities and unique challenges faced by each country. Landmark judicial rulings in India are
explored, underscoring the pivotal role of the courts in shaping the legal landscape and the treatment of adolescent offenders.
The research methodology combined a comprehensive literature review, an examination of legal statutes, and a comparative
analysis of international best practices. Key recommendations for reforms include strengthening enforcement, imposing more
deterrent-based sentencing, improving data collection, and fostering a greater emphasis on rehabilitation and restorative

justice for adolescent offenders.
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INTRODUCTION

Accidental deaths and underage reckless driving have
become big issues in India, posing significant challenges to
public safety and the legal system. This research study aims
to provide a comprehensive analysis of the situation, with a
focus on the current regulatory framework and its legal
implications [1]. In recent years, there has been an alarming
increase in the number of road accidents involving
adolescent drivers in India, many of which result in fatalities
and catastrophic injuries. The National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB) report of a 37% increase in accidents caused
by teenage drivers between 2017 and 2021 emphasizes the
importance of addressing this issue. These numbers
demonstrate how important it is to investigate the factors that
contribute to adolescent reckless driving as well as the
outcomes that follow. The regulations in India concerning
driving underage are complex and multifaceted. The Motor
Vehicles Act of 1988 states that no one under the age of
eighteen (18) shall be entitled to receive a driver's license.
However, because many adolescents are able to learn driving
vehicles through a number of means and drive on roads, it
has been challenging to apply this legislation. The legislation
for adolescent offenders, Juvenile Justice (Care and
Protection of Children) Act, 2015, treats juvenile offenders
differently from adults. One of the primary legal concerns of

hazardous driving by adolescents is striking the appropriate
balance between rehabilitation and punishment [2]. India's
juvenile justice legislation prioritizes rehabilitation and
reintegration of juvenile offenders into society over punitive
measures. The effectiveness of this technique to prevent
adolescent drivers from operating a vehicle carelessly has
been questioned, despite its noble intentions. The year 2019
witnessed a revision to the Motor Vehicles Act that increased
the punishments for traffic violations, including those
committed by adolescent drivers. A few of these changes
include provisions holding parents or guardians liable for
offences committed by adolescents. On the implementation
and impact of these modifications, however, legislators and
legal experts remain at odds. There have also been doubts
raised about the role that technology plays in both

Corresponding author: Sharmila Ghuge, Associate Professor, Jitendra
Chauhan College of Law, University of Mumbai, India, Tel: +9821955339;
E-mail: Sharmila.ghuge@gmail.com

Citation: Ghuge S. (2025) Rash Driving by Adolescents and
Accidental Deaths in India: A Critical Analysis. J Forensic Res Criminal
Investig, 6(1): 198-206.

Copyright: ©2025 Ghuge S. This is an open-access article distributed
under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License, which
permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium,
provided the original author and source are credited.

SciTech Central Inc.
J Forensic Res Criminal Investig (JFRCI)

198



J Forensic Res Criminal Investig, 6(1): 198-206

encouraging and preventing youth irresponsible driving [3].
Peer pressure and social media have been demonstrated to
have an impact on the dangerous driving behaviors of
adolescents. However, there are also good chances to
increase traffic safety, thanks to modern technology like
intelligent transportation systems and advanced driver
support programs. Legal experts have emphasized that a
comprehensive approach involving enhanced enforcement,
education, and technological initiatives is necessary to
address the problem effectively. This means making
adolescent drivers' license applications more rigorous,
bolstering driver education initiatives, and reevaluating the
age at which irresponsible driving turns into a crime. India's
legal system benefits from significant new insights provided
by the global perspective on road safety and underage
driving. Comparative studies show that countries with
compulsory driver education programs and phased licensing
have had a significant decrease in the number of collisions
involving adolescent drivers. Adapting such models to the
Indian context while accounting for local socio-cultural
factors may have favorable results. One of the most
important aspects of the legal discourse around reckless
driving by adolescents is the role of restorative justice. This
approach, which focusses on repairing the harm caused by
the offence and including all stakeholders in the process, has
shown promise in dealing with adolescent offenders in
various jurisdictions. It could be helpful to look into the
possibilities of using restorative justice ideas in place of
traditional punitive tactics when it comes to teenage
hazardous driving. Legally speaking, it's important to
consider the psychological and developmental factors that
influence adolescent drivers' risky driving behaviors.
Teenagers are more inclined to partake in risky activities
because of their immature brains, inclination of heroic
actions, particularly in areas connected to impulse control
and decision-making as per various studies. Given this
information, it is debatable if it is appropriate to punish
adolescent drivers to the same standards of criminal
responsibility as adults [4]. The socioeconomic components
of adolescent risky driving cannot be disregarded, either.
Studies indicate a connection between one's ability to afford
a car, your likelihood of engaging in reckless driving, and
your financial situation. The intersection of legal and social
factors necessitates a multifaceted approach to law
enforcement strategies and policymaking. Social scientists,
psychologists, legislators, and legal experts must work
together to form a multidisciplinary team in order to
successfully handle the serious problems caused by underage
hazardous driving in India. This critical analysis aims to
contribute to the present discourse by analyzing the legal
aspects of the issue, looking into alternative solutions, and
identifying areas that need further research and government
intervention.

Ghuge S

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Numerous research papers and publications have examined
and documented the subject of reckless driving by
adolescents causing grievous injury or accidental deaths. In
their 2020 study, Mohanty and Samal [5] looked at how
adolescent drivers contributed to traffic accidents in India,
emphasizing the need for more stringent laws and driver
education initiatives. Ahmed [6] highlighted the widespread
concern about road traffic accidents resulting in injuries and
fatalities, and they advocated for a multimodal strategy to
address this neglected public health issue. In a study carried
out in a high-income nation, Ernstberger [7] found a decline
in morbidity associated with traffic accidents, indicating the
significance of all-encompassing safety measures. A fair and
practical driver rating system for developing regions was
suggested [8] and it may help promote more responsible and
ethical driving practices. In an investigation into the usage of
cellphones to identify reckless driving, Sasidhar and Upasini
[9] showed the promise of technology-based solutions.
Similarly, Aithal and Singh [10] demonstrated how cutting-
edge technologies can improve road safety by creating an
Internet of Things-based driving risk assessment and warning
system [10]. Numerous studies have also been conducted on
the psychological and developmental aspects of risky driving
by adolescents. Research has shown that teenagers' growing
brains, especially in areas pertaining to impulse control and
decision-making, may play a role in their inclination to drive
recklessly [11,12]. Research has also examined the
socioeconomic components of adolescent reckless driving,
and findings indicate a relationship between financial status,
ease of access to a vehicle, and the probability of
participating in careless driving behaviors [13]. The literature
has underlined the necessity of a multidisciplinary strategy
combining social scientists, psychologists, legislators, and
legal specialists. A comprehensive approach that tackles the
issue's legal, enforcement, educational, and technological
aspects has been demanded by academics [14,15]. Indian
policymakers and scholars have benefited greatly from the
comparative examination of best practices and regulatory
frameworks in other nations, such as the United States and
the United Kingdom [16,17]. These studies have brought
attention to the significance of graduated driver licensing
programs, juvenile justice strategies that prioritize
rehabilitation, and the successful use of deterrent-based
punishment. The body of research on teenage reckless
driving and unintentional fatalities in India has provided a
solid framework for comprehending the complexity of the
issue and the requirement for an all-encompassing and well-
coordinated response from many stakeholders.

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

e  To examine the relevant legal provisions in the Bhatiya
Nyay Sanhita 2023 (BNS), the Motor Vehicles Act
(MVA), and the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection
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of Children) Act 2015 pertaining to adolescent/
adolescent’s rash driving and accidental deaths.

e To analyze the effectiveness and limitations of the
existing legal framework in addressing the issue of rash
driving by adolescents and accidental deaths in India.

e To conduct a comparative study of the approaches
adopted by the United States, the United Kingdom, and
India in addressing accidental deaths and reckless
driving by adolescents.

e To identify the key challenges and gaps in the
implementation and enforcement of the laws related to
rash driving by adolescents and accidental deaths in
India.

e To explore the role of judicial interventions and
landmark judgments in shaping the legal landscape and
the treatment of juvenile offenders involved in rash
driving incidents.

e To propose comprehensive reforms and policy
recommendations to enhance the effectiveness of the
legal system in curbing rash driving by adolescents and
reducing accidental deaths in India.

RASH DRIVING BY ADOLESCENT AND
ACCIDENTAL DEATHS IN INDIA: A CRITICAL
ANALYSIS

In the last decade, India has seen a significant number of
road accidents involving adolescents, reflecting a concerning
trend. According to the Ministry of Road Transport and
Highways, younger populations, especially those between 18
and 34, represent the largest share of victims in road
accidents. For instance, the Ministry of Road Transport &
Highways (PRS Legislative Research) states that the road
accident data in 2021 shows that around 4.12 lakh accidents
were recorded, leading to over 1.53 lakh deaths, with
younger drivers contributing significantly to these numbers.
Adolescents are often involved in reckless driving, leading to
higher accident rates, especially due to factors like over-
speeding and lack of experience. Youth are also increasingly
becoming victims, accounting for a large proportion of
fatalities. As per the data from the Press Information Bureau,
reckless and negligent driving, often attributed to young,
young, inexperienced drivers, has played a role in increasing
road mishaps. Concern over adolescent’s reckless driving
and its role in unintentional deaths has grown in India in
recent years. The confluence of youthful drivers, careless
conduct, and insufficient legal structures has resulted in
severe outcomes for both individuals and societies. In an
attempt to comprehend the existing situation and pinpoint
opportunities for change, this critical study will examine
pertinent laws and legislation, including the Juvenile Justice
(Care and Protection of Children) Act 2015, the Motor
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Vehicles Act (MVA), and the Bhartiya Nyay Sanhita 2023
(BNS).

Legal Framework:
Bhartiya Nyay Sanhita 2023 (BNS)

The main criminal law statute in India is the Indian Penal
Code (IPC), which covers a number of offences including
careless and reckless driving. Particularly pertinent in the
context of adolescent rash driving and unintentional deaths
are sections 281 of the BNS (rash driving or riding on a
public route) and 304A (causing death by carelessness).
Section 281 of the BNS states that “Whoever drives any
vehicle, or rides, on any public way in a manner so rash or
negligent as to endanger human life, or to be likely to cause
hurt or injury to any other person, shall be punished with
imprisonment of either description for a term which may
extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to one
thousand rupees, or with both”. Section 106 of the BNS deals
with “Causing death by negligence” and states that
“Whoever causes the death of any person by doing any rash
or negligent act not amounting to culpable homicide, shall be
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term
which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both.”

MOTOR VEHICLES ACT (MVA)

When it comes to road safety, Section 185 of the Motor
Vehicles Act (MVA), which addresses driving while
intoxicated or under the influence of narcotics, is one of the
most important provisions. In order to address the serious
risks associated with drunk driving and its disastrous effects,
this rule is essential. According to MVA Section 185, it is
expressly forbidden for anybody who is intoxicated by drugs
or alcohol to operate a motor vehicle to the level that it
would compromise their safety. The provision states that
“Whoever, while driving, or attempting to drive, a motor
vehicle, has, in his blood, alcohol exceeding 30 mg. per 100
ml. of blood detected in a test by a breath analyzer, shall be
punishable for the first offence with imprisonment for a term
which may extend to six months, or with fine which may
extend to two thousand rupees, or with both.” This section's
justification is simple: driving while intoxicated seriously
impairs one's judgement, reflexes, and general driving skills,
placing both the driver and other road users at serious risk of
injury or worse. Research has repeatedly demonstrated that
the use of drugs or alcohol can affect a number of mental and
physical abilities, including coordination, decision-making,
reaction time, and visual perception, that are essential for
safe driving. The deterrent effect of the penalties outlined in
Section 185 can be achieved by the possibility of
imprisonment, fines, or both. The harsh penalty is meant to
deter others from acting in such a careless manner and to
encourage a responsible driving culture. Furthermore,
Section 185 gives law enforcement officials the authority to
test suspected drunk drivers with breath analyzers, enabling
an objective determination of their blood alcohol content.
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This clause makes sure that subjective judgements are not the
exclusive basis for enforcement, which increases the law's
overall efficacy. It is important to remember that Section
185's application goes beyond only driving while intoxicated.
The use of different narcotic medications and psychotropic
substances that can make it unsafe for a person to drive is
also covered by this section. This all-encompassing strategy
acknowledges the wide variety of intoxicants that can
compromise traffic safety. Although Section 185 provides a
crucial legislative framework for addressing the problem of
driving while intoxicated, its effective implementation
depends on a number of circumstances. These include the
availability of trustworthy breathalyzer equipment, the
qualifications and experience of law enforcement officers,
and the efficient handling of criminal prosecutions by the
legal system. Moreover, public awareness efforts and
educational programs are necessary to foster a deeper
comprehension of the dangers of driving while intoxicated
and the repercussions of breaking the law. Elaboration on
Sections 15 and 18 of the Juvenile Justice (Care and
Protection of Children) Act. One important piece of law that
controls the treatment of juvenile offenders in India,
including those implicated in cases of reckless driving and
unintentional deaths, is the Juvenile Justice (Care and
Protection of Children) Act (Herein after referred as JJ Act).
Sections 15 and 18 of the JJ Act are two important
provisions that are very pertinent in this situation.

Section 15: JJ Act's Section 15 describes the steps and
factors to be considered while managing adolescent’s' petty
offences. This includes reckless driving and other infractions
pertaining to the traffic laws that do not cause grave harm or
fatalities. According to this clause, the Juvenile Justice Board
(herein after referred as JIB) is in charge of looking into
claims of adolescent offences and deciding on the best course
of action when a child is involved. Rather than issuing a
severe penalty, the JJB has the ability to order the kid to
complete community service, engage in counselling, or
participate in behavioral change programs. The idea behind
this strategy is to give the juvenile offender's rehabilitation
and reintegration first priority, acknowledging that their
adolescent offence may have been the result of immaturity,
poor judgement, or an ignorance of the repercussions. The JJ
Act places a strong emphasis on restorative measures in an
effort to address the underlying reasons of the behavior and
give the child the assistance and direction they need to avoid
it from happening again in the future.

Section 18: Heinous crimes committed by adolescents over
the age of sixteen, such as reckless driving that ends in
fatalities, are the subject of Section 18 of the JJ Act. In
accordance with this clause, the JJB first carries out an initial
evaluation to ascertain whether the juvenile criminal ought to
face an adult or juvenile trial. This evaluation considers a
number of variables, including the type of offence
committed, the child's developmental and mental state, and
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the circumstances surrounding the crime. The matter is
referred to a children's court, which has the power to impose
harsher penalties, such as incarceration, if the JJB decides
that the juvenile criminal should face an adult trial. This
strategy is justified by the possibility that, in circumstances
involving exceptionally serious offences, a juvenile offender
may be judged to have the maturity and comprehension
necessary to be held accountable in a way that is more
appropriate for an adult offender. Notably, the JJ Act
emphasizes the necessity of a comprehensive evaluation of
the child offender's circumstances as opposed to a one-size-
fits-all strategy. The JJB and the children's court also
consider other factors such the child's family history,
educational standing, and the availability of programs for
rehabilitation and reintegration. The provisions found in JJ
Act Sections 15 and 18 demonstrate the careful balancing act
that must be struck between the understanding of the distinct
developmental and social circumstances that may contribute
to juvenile crime and the requirement for accountability. The
JJ Act seeks to guarantee that the treatment of juvenile
offenders, particularly those implicated in reckless driving
accidents, is in line with the concepts of restorative justice,
rehabilitation, and the defense of children's rights by offering
a complex and context-specific framework.

Comparative Study: Laws Addressing Accidental Deaths
in the U.S., U.K., and India

Global concern over unintentional deaths needs a robust
legal framework, especially when it comes to incidents
involving adolescents driving recklessly. With an emphasis
on the pertinent legislation and their efficacy, this
comparative study looks at the strategies used by the US, the
UK, and India to address this pressing issue.

United States

The legal system in the United States largely regulates
juvenile reckless driving and accidental deaths at the state
level, with each state having its own set of rules and
legislation. The National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA) is a major government agency that
sets safety regulations and rules for drivers and motor
vehicles. The Graduated Driver Licensing (GDL) program,
which attempts to progressively acquaint juvenile drivers
with the obligations of operating a vehicle, is administered
by the NHTSA. Laws pertaining to youth reckless driving
and unintentional deaths are governed by a number of state
regulations, including the juvenile justice systems, traffic
laws, and criminal codes. For instance, Section 279 of the
Indian Penal Code, which makes it illegal to drive carelessly
or recklessly in a way that endangers people's lives, is a rule
that is comparable to many other states. The Juvenile Justice
and Delinquency Prevention Act, which governs the U.S.
juvenile justice system, places more emphasis on
rehabilitation and diversionary programs than severe punitive
measures when it comes to juvenile offenders. Numerous
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jurisdictions have put in place specialized courts and
initiatives, like driver's education classes and community
service, that are designed to meet the special requirements of
juvenile offenders.

United Kingdom

In the UK, the Road Traffic Act (RTA) and the Criminal
Justice Act (CJA) largely regulate the legal system that deals
with unintentional deaths and underage reckless driving. The
Road Traffic Act addresses a number of driving-related
offences, such as reckless and dangerous driving. The RTA's
Section 2A defines the offence as "causing death by careless
driving," with a potential five-year prison penalty. The RTA
also gives law enforcement the authority to penalize drivers
who drive while intoxicated or under the influence of drugs
or alcohol and to administer sobriety tests at the scene. The
Criminal Justice Act, however, offers a more comprehensive
legal framework for dealing with juvenile offenders. The
juvenile justice system, which prioritizes rehabilitation and
restorative justice techniques, is normally in charge of
handling juvenile offenders between the ages of 10 and 17
under the CJA. The courts have the authority to consider a
variety of punishment options in situations of adolescent
reckless driving that result in unintentional deaths. These
options include referral orders, compensation orders, and jail
terms in more severe cases. Accountability, public safety,
and the offender's rehabilitation are all prioritized in the
sentencing process.

India

The Motor Vehicles Act (MVA), the Juvenile Justice (Care
and Protection of Children) Act 2015, and the Bhartiya Nyay
Sanhita 2023 essentially regulate the legal framework in
India that deals with accidental deaths and underage reckless
driving. As mentioned above, the legal foundation for
dealing with reckless driving and unintentional deaths is
found in Sections 281 (rash driving or riding on a public
route) and 3106 (causing death by carelessness) of the BNS.
The MVA, on the other hand, is primarily concerned with
licensing requirements for drivers and vehicle regulations,
especially those pertaining to reckless and intoxicated
driving. The main piece of legislation in India that addresses
the treatment of juvenile offenders is the Juvenile Justice
(Care and Protection of Children) Act. Sections 15 and 18 of
JJ Act describe the processes and factors to be considered
when dealing with adolescents who have committed
"heinous offences," such as reckless driving, and how to
address adolescents who are older than sixteen who have
done so. The recent hit-and-run accident in May 2024 at
Pune, Maharashtra, India is an eye opener which necessitates
the need for stringent implementation of laws and need of
parental control. In this tragic hit-and-run incident in, a 17-
year-old boy, under the influence of alcohol, crashed his
Porsche into a motorcycle, killing a tech couple. The victims
were riding home when the speeding car hit them at around
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3:15 AM in the Kalyani Nagar area of Pune city. The wife
died on the spot, while the husband succumbed to his injuries
at a hospital shortly after. The teenage driver had been
drinking at two different bars before the accident. Owners
and managers of these bars were arrested for serving alcohol
to an adolescent. The boy's father, a real estate developer,
was also arrested under the Juvenile Justice Act for allowing
his son access to the car despite knowing he lacked a valid
driving license. Such incidents pose a challenge to the liberty
given to adolescents by their respective family members and
at the same time, cry out to question the parental negligence
and the deterrence of law in the country. Because of the
seriousness of the offence and the juvenile age of the culprit,
the case attracted a lot of public interest and scrutiny. The
Juvenile Justice Board (JJB) in Pune processed the case in
accordance with the JJ Act. The Pune hit-and-run incident
brought to light the JJ Act's requirement for a tailored and
nuanced strategy when dealing with juvenile offenders, even
in situations involving grave crimes like reckless driving that
results in fatalities. It emphasized the necessity of
considering the offender's age, mental capacity, and access to
rehabilitation programs in a balanced manner as opposed to
using a one-size-fits-all strategy. The intricacies and
difficulties encountered by the Indian judicial system in
resolving the problem of adolescent reckless driving and
unintentional fatalities are illustrated by this case as well as
the more comprehensive legal framework delineated in the
BNS, MVA, and JJ Act. It highlights how crucial it is to
keep enhancing and improving the legislative framework in
order to guarantee efficient deterrent, rehabilitation, and
public safety protection.

Comparative Analysis

There exist considerable distinctions in the focus and
execution of the legal frameworks in the United States, the
United Kingdom, and India with respect to accidental deaths
and youth reckless driving, despite many commonalities in
their approach.

l. Approach to Juvenile Offenders:

. The U.S. and UK. tend to have a more
rehabilitative and restorative approach to juvenile
offenders, with a focus on diversion programs and
specialized courts.

. India's JJ Act also recognizes the need for
rehabilitation, but the application of the law can be
more complex, with the potential for juvenile offenders
above the age of sixteen to be tried as adults in certain

cases.
2. Sentencing and Penalties:
. The U.S. and U.K. generally have more severe

sentencing options for reckless driving and accidental
deaths, including longer prison terms and higher fines.
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. In India, the penalties prescribed by the BNS and
MVA are sometimes perceived as lenient, raising
concerns about their effectiveness as deterrents.

3. Enforcement and Monitoring:
. The U.S. and U.K. have more robust enforcement
mechanisms, such as widespread use of breath

analyzers and regular driver's license reviews.

. India faces challenges in terms of consistent
enforcement and monitoring, which can undermine the
effectiveness of the existing legal framework.

A comparative study of the legal systems in the United
States, the United Kingdom, and India reveals the
commonalities as well as the particular difficulties that each
nation faces in tackling the problem of unintentional deaths
and underage reckless driving.

India's legal system and its application are still in the early
stages of development, whereas the United States and the
United Kingdom have made progress in creating stronger,
more comprehensive laws as well as in putting in place
efficient enforcement and rehabilitative  processes.
Strengthening enforcement, imposing more deterrent-based
sentencing, enhancing data collection and reporting, and
fostering a greater emphasis on rehabilitation and restorative
justice for juvenile offenders are important areas for
improvement in order to increase the effectiveness of India's
laws and policies. A comprehensive and all-encompassing
solution is necessary to address the complicated and diverse
problem of adolescent reckless driving and accidental deaths
in India. Even while the BNS, MVA, and JJ Act, among
other pieces of the current legal system, offer the framework
for resolving these issues, there are still many obstacles to
overcome in terms of their application and enforcement. A
coordinated effort is required to improve enforcement, data
gathering, driver education, public awareness, and
collaboration among pertinent stakeholders in order to
effectively address this issue. Policymakers and stakeholders
can try to lessen the terrible effects of adolescent rash driving
and accidental deaths in India by addressing the systemic
deficiencies and taking a proactive approach.

Landmark Judgments in India Relating to Juvenile Rash
Driving and Accidental Deaths

In India, the problem of juvenile people driving recklessly
and dying in accidents has drawn a lot of attention from the
legal community and court involvement. Numerous
significant rulings have influenced the legal environment and
the strategy for resolving this pressing issue over time. This
thorough study will look at some of the most important court
decisions in India and how they have affected the country's
changing legal system.
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Parmanand Katara v. Union of India (1989)

The question of giving road accident victims timely medical
attention was taken up by the Supreme Court of India in the
seminal case of Parmanand Katara v. Union of India. The
court ruled that all medical professionals, whether working in
public or private hospitals, had a duty to treat accident
victims for emergency medical attention regardless of their
financial situation. This ruling was an important step towards
guaranteeing accident victims receive fast and convenient
medical care, which can greatly increase their chances of
surviving. The court stressed that receiving emergency
medical care is a part of one's "right to life" as defined by
Article 21 of the Indian Constitution, and that refusing
someone this care would be a breach of their fundamental
rights. This decision established a clear legal requirement for
healthcare practitioners to prioritize life-saving procedures,
which has had a long-lasting effect on how accident victims
are treated in India.

Rajesh Tyagi v. State (NCT of Delhi) (2012)

The Delhi High Court considered the question of sentence
for juvenile offenders involved in reckless driving events that
result in unintentional deaths in Rajesh Tyagi v. State (NCT
of Delhi). The court appreciated intertwined relation of the
Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act (JJ
Act) and the Indian Penal Code (IPC) (Now Bhartiya Nyay
Sanhita BNS). The court acknowledged the need for a
balanced approach, stating that "the mandate of the Juvenile
Justice Act is to provide for the care, protection, treatment,
development and rehabilitation of children in conflict with
law and to provide for their basic needs and protection of
human rights." The court did acknowledge the seriousness of
the juvenile offender's offence and the requirement for a
suitable punishment. The court's ruling finally stated that the
Juvenile Justice Board should decide on sentence in
situations of juveniles driving recklessly and causing
unintentional deaths. The Board would consider the
particulars of each case as well as the JJ Act's guiding
principles. This ruling made clear how crucial it is to strike a
balance between juvenile offenders' rehabilitation and
accountability, making sure that the special needs and
vulnerabilities of juvenile people are considered.

Anand Vardhan Chandel v. State (2019)

Anand Vardhan Chandel v. State dealt with the question of
how to assign blame to juvenile offenders in situations
involving reckless driving and unintentional fatalities. In this
case, the Delhi High Court stressed the importance of
conducting a thorough evaluation of the juvenile's mental
and physical capacity in addition to the circumstances
surrounding the offence. The court observed that "the
Juvenile Justice Act envisages a reformative approach rather
than a punitive one, and the endeavor should be to provide
care, protection, treatment, development and rehabilitation of
children in conflict with law." The court also stated that
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before deciding, the Juvenile Justice Board need to consider
the child's educational background, family history, and the
availability of rehabilitation programs. This ruling made
clear how crucial it is to handle juvenile justice with a
personalized and nuanced approach rather than using a
uniform sentencing scheme. The court sought to guarantee
that the treatment of juvenile offenders is in line with the
concepts of restorative justice and rehabilitation by
concentrating on the particulars of each case.

State of Gujarat v. Sangeeta Roshan Lal Sharma (2022)

The sentencing of adults involved in reckless driving events
that result in unintentional deaths was discussed by the
Supreme Court of India recently in the case of State of
Gujarat v. Sangeeta Roshan Lal Sharma. The court stressed
that the severity of the crime and its effects on the victims
and their families should be considered when determining
the appropriate sentence for such offences. The court
observed that "the sentence should be sufficiently deterrent
to send a strong message to the society that rash and
negligent driving leading to the death of a person will invite
serious consequences.” In this case, the Supreme Court also
highlighted the need for more judicial discretion in
sentencing, holding that the proper punishment should be
determined by considering a number of factors, such as the
offender's age, the degree of their guilt, and the effect on the
victim's family [8]. This ruling accentuated how crucial it is
to make sure that the legal system responds to incidents of
reckless driving and unintentional fatalities in a strong and
consistent manner, striking a balance between the
requirements of accountability and deterrence and the
concepts of proportionality and individualized justice.

Jayesh Babu v. The State of Kerala (2022)

The authority of the Juvenile Justice Board in cases
involving juvenile offenders who commit heinous offences,
including reckless driving that results in fatalities, was
addressed by the Kerala High Court in the case of Jayesh
Babu v. The State of Kerala. The Court ruled that the
Juvenile Justice Board is the only body with the authority to
handle matters involving adolescents who are in trouble with
the law, regardless of the severity of the offence [9]. The
court stressed that the JJ Act is a comprehensive law unto
itself and that the MVA and IPC (now BNS) provisions
ought to be interpreted in accordance with the JJ Act.

The court also stated that, depending on the nature of the
offence and the child's mental and physical capacity, the JJB
should carry out an initial assessment to decide whether the
child offender should be tried as an adult or as a child. This
ruling upheld the JJ Act's precedence in the treatment of
juvenile offenders as well as the requirement that every case
be thoroughly examined. The legal environment surrounding
teenage reckless driving and unintentional deaths in India has
been significantly shaped by the seminal rulings that are the
subject of this examination. Critical concerns including the
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availability of emergency medical care, the punishment of
juvenile criminals, the assessment of responsibility, and the
authority of specialized courts like the Juvenile Justice Board
have all been addressed by these opinions. The need for a
thorough and balanced approach that acknowledges the
special circumstances and vulnerabilities of juvenile
offenders while still guaranteeing accountability and
deterrence has been highlighted by several judicial rulings.
The significance of rehabilitation, restorative justice, and the
defense of fundamental rights has been emphasized by the
courts time and again. These historic rulings provide as a
foundation for future legal developments, aiding legislators,
law enforcement, and the judiciary in tackling the intricate
problem of teenage reckless driving and unintentional
fatalities in India. India can seek to make the road
environment safer and more equal for all users by building
on these examples and filling in the remaining legal
framework gaps.

Need for Reforms: Curbing Juvenile Driving Without
License and Creating Effective Deterrence:

Concern over adolescents driving without license and the
need for legislation to address this issue has grown in India.
Though it offers a basis for tackling this issue, the current
legal system has come under fire for what is seen to be its
shortcomings in building a potent disincentive and
successfully reducing the number of underage drivers who
operate vehicles without a license. In addition, there has been
debate over how the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of
Children) Act (JJ Act) should be used when juvenile
offenders drive without a license. The JJ Act has a heavy
emphasis on rehabilitation, which may not always be
consistent with the requirement to apply strong deterrent
when dealing with this particular conduct. Legal changes and
extensive policy initiatives are required to solve these
deficiencies, stop the growing tendency of juvenile people
driving without a license, and establish a stronger deterrent.
First of all, there should be a major increase in the severity of
the penalties for driving without a license, including the
length of jail sentence and the number of fines. By making
the penalties more severe, the legal system can make it very
evident that this kind of behavior will not be accepted and
will result in dire repercussions. Second, more oversight and
surprise inspections by law enforcement organizations
should be prioritized in the strengthening of the enforcement
procedures. This could entail the use of sophisticated
technology-based solutions, like automated number plate
identification systems, as well as the deployment of specialist
traffic police squads tasked with locating and appointing
underage drivers without licenses. It's also important to
closely consider how the Juvenile Justice Board (JJB)
handles situations involving juvenile offenders who drive
without a license. Although the JJ Act's focus on
rehabilitation is praiseworthy, it could be necessary to find a
middle ground between this strategy and the application of
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harsher penalties, especially in situations when the act is
repeated or constitutes a serious risk to public safety.
Implementing a system where the JJB performs a thorough
assessment of the juvenile offender, taking into consideration
elements like their past history, the seriousness of the
offense, and the risk they pose to others and themselves, is
one possible improvement. The JJB could then decide on the
best course of action based on this assessment, which might
involve a mix of community service, rehabilitation programs,
and, in more serious situations, referral to the regular
criminal justice system. Furthermore, incorporating road
safety awareness and driver's education programs into the
school curriculum may aid in instilling in adolescent a
feeling of responsible driving conduct. These programs
might concentrate on teaching youth the dangers of driving
carelessly, the legal repercussions of driving without a
license, and the significance of having a valid license and
following traffic laws. It is obvious that changes are required
to reduce underage driving and provide a stronger deterrence.
Additionally, it is of immense significance to have awareness
campaigns for not just adolescents but also for parents and
teachers who have great impact on the behavior of children.
India should endeavor to tackle this crucial issue and
encourage a safer and more responsible driving culture
among its youth by fortifying the legislative framework,
improving enforcement procedures, and embracing a
balanced approach between rehabilitation and accountability.

Suggestions for Addressing Rash Driving by Adolescent
and Accidental Deaths in India:

In order to properly tackle the problem of underage reckless
driving and unintentional fatalities in India, a multimodal
strategy that includes thorough awareness and education
campaigns, strengthened enforcement tactics, and legislation
modifications is required. First and foremost, the current
legal system needs to be reinforced in order to penalize
driving without a license and reckless driving violations with
harsher consequences. To act as a stronger deterrent, for
example, the penalties outlined in Section 184 of the Motor
Vehicles Act (MVA) for driving dangerously could be
severe. Furthermore, the sentencing guidelines ought to grant
the judiciary additional latitude to consider the particularities
of every case and administer sentences that strike a balance
between responsibility and the juvenile justice ideals codified
in the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act.

Secondly, greater monitoring and surveillance should be
conducted to support enforcement efforts, especially in
regions and during times when underage driving is more
common. To detect and discourage driving under the
influence, this may entail the deployment of specialized
traffic police units, the use of cutting-edge technologies like
speed cameras and automatic number plate recognition
systems, and the installation of sobriety checkpoints. The
authorities can make it very evident that driving recklessly
and against the law is unacceptable by fortifying their
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enforcement measures. Comprehensive driver's education
programs should also be incorporated into the academic
program at schools in order to provide students with the
knowledge, abilities, and awareness needed for safe driving.
These courses should stress the moral and legal ramifications
of driving recklessly in addition to covering technical topics
like traffic laws and vehicle handling. Public awareness
initiatives aimed at juvenile people and their families can
also serve to emphasize the significance of safe and legal
driving behaviors. India can attempt to develop a safer and
more responsible driving culture among its youth by putting
these comprehensive changes and interventions into practice.
This will eventually lower the frequency of adolescent’s
reckless driving and unintentional deaths. A long-term and
sustainable solution to this urgent problem can be achieved
by an all-encompassing and coordinated effort involving the
government, law enforcement agencies, educational
institutions, family and civil society organizations.

CONCLUSION

Adolescent’s reckless driving and unintentional fatalities has
long been a major worry in India, having far-reaching effects
on people individually, in families, and in communities. The
legal system, which includes laws like the Motor Vehicles
Act, the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children)
Act, and the Bhartiya Nyay Sanhita, has attempted to address
this issue; nevertheless, there have been a number of
obstacles and restrictions that have hindered its efficacy. The
Indian judiciary has rendered significant rulings that have
shaped the legal landscape. These rulings have recognized
the need for a thorough evaluation of each case's particular
circumstances, emphasized the value of providing emergency
medical care to accident victims, and ensured that juvenile
offenders receive fair sentences. These court rulings have
emphasized the need to provide a potent deterrent against
careless driving while also emphasizing the difficult balance
that must be struck between accountability and the
rehabilitation of juvenile offenders. However, a more
comprehensive and diversified approach is needed to really
address the underlying causes of this issue and promote a
culture of careful driving among adolescents. In order to do
this, the legal system should be strengthened by enacting
harsher punishments, improving enforcement techniques, and
encouraging increased cooperation amongst all parties
involved-law  enforcement, the courts, educational
institutions, and community organizations, among others.
Investing in extensive driver education programs, beginning
in schools, and initiating public awareness campaigns can be
crucial in fostering in adolescents a safety-conscious mindset
and appropriate driving behaviors. The creation of focused
interventions and evidence-based regulations can also be
influenced by the gathering and examination of extensive
data on teenage reckless driving and unintentional fatalities.
India can endeavor to mitigate the catastrophic consequences
of underage reckless driving and unintentional fatalities by
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embracing a cooperative and anticipatory strategy. The
nation can work to make driving safer and more responsible
for all of its citizens by combining increased enforcement,
comprehensive educational programs, and legal reforms.
This will ultimately protect lives and improve the general
well-being of the nation's communities.
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